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VMIASK13D
"The wl«e custom which limits thel

President to two terms regnrds the|
substanoe and not tho form, and un¬

der n» olrounistanc.es will l be n can¬

didate for .er accept, another nomina¬
tion.".Theodore Roosevelt, November
t, 1904.

"1 have not changod and shall not
change that decision thus announced."
..Theodore Roosevelt. December 11,
'3907.

'"I will aooepl (he nomination for
^President if it Is tendered me, and I
'will adhere to this decision until the
iconvention has expressed its prefer-
jener.".Theodore Roosevelt, February
Ii5. 1013.

When, on December 11, 1007, Mr.
Roosevelt declared that he would in" no
circumstances accept tiio nomination)
ibe was convinced that the American
people would coma forward and de¬
mand that he rarry out the "great"

I work he had begun. Ills disillusion¬
ment was B3 complete a? it was crush¬
ing, The American people went calmly
About tholr business and chose a Pres-

I Went who supported the Constitution
and mot the difficult problems of oflleo
with a wisdom, patriot ism, love of conn,

try ur.d forgetfUlncsi of self that Theo,
dore Roosevelt could not ehow or coin-

I prebend.
Four years passed by, four yenrs of

publicity, and four years In which dark
places were lighted up. old letters un¬

earthed, broken promises exposed and
the inoraH of "practical men" made

I plain for private citizens. Everybody in
the country except Mr. floosovelt knew
how his jstar had waned and how his
name had shrank. It Is the Nemesis
of egotism that a man never sees him¬
self as he really Is. We doubt if Col¬
onel Hoosovelt appreciates this morn-1
Sue the light in which no stands beforp
his follow citizens. All the pitiful)
chicanery, of his proceedings Is expos-i
od, und now tho dullest Intellect may
understand why lie put forward Piii.-l
chot and betrayed Taft, why he laud¬
ed La Follette and condemned the,
Constitution, why he professed pro-
grcsslvlsm and tore the Tories to tat¬
ters. All the smug assurance of those
actions stp.nds rovooled. lie has cast
aside his threadbare cloak of patriot-j
ism. He has done for the country what
the country would not do for Itself, lie
has unmasked to It the motive behind
his actloiiB and convinced the world
that It was not the love of country,
but mere selfish ambition, that guided
his course.

For the sake of the country, If wo
must have a Republican President, we
earnestly hope it may be Mr. Toft. Hut
for the sake of morality and decency,
we would like to see Mr. P.cosevcU
iget the rebuke that ho deserves. Ät|
Columbus he appealed to the majority
.as the voice of Uod. Wo ngree with
(Mr. Roosevelt that In the election nt
.'..officers the wllrof tWfe majority ii
tought to be supremo, and >vo believe]
that a majority of the citizens of this
country will unite In giving Mr, Itoosc-
Welt fen absolutely overwhelming and
.decisive defeat at the election next No-
wember. should he receive the Itepubll-
car'nomination. lie lias not Illing away
.ambition, but he will Kara that cor-
uoptlon gains not more than honest
virtue.

AN At Vl'lto-lll M. \itl \N t'ltlM-ijllltKADI-lb.
The apprehension that the death ofi

Count.Von"Achrenthni will be followed
iS-y a grave crisis In Austrn-Htingarian
,>»iffnlrt and bring the dual monarchy to|

. tho front as n disturbing factor In
JCuropo Is r.ot without go cid 15 round.

Von Aehrenthfil was frequently 1
spoken of as the Eiismnrck of Austria-
Hungary, This w as ar. 1-\ ,gg<irated'
.characterization; he was hoi a Bis-!
;inurck; be possessed liCittiKi the genius
ior statecraft nor the audacity of the
Iron Chancellor, and ids Career pales'

*. almost Into Insignificance before tViat;
lof the man of "lire and Iron." Also,
as compurcd with Bismarck*! n, tri«
matter of time in which he was a ce n¬
tral figure of the drama of European
events, it was exceedingly brief, Voii
Aehrcntlial was more of an opportunist
than a constructor of policiea.
None the less, hi. wi .- 11 ordinary

.tatctuian, and his passing from power
ion account of ill health, which im¬
mediately preceded üls d< 1, niay
.prove ominous for A ustria -11 r.

and Europe.
It may, and it is feared with r<

It does, mean the; ascendency
war party, under the leadership oi 1H0
heir apparent, the Archduke 1 riincl
Ferdinand, between whom and the lutu
Premier there had long been a bitter
fftud. In truth, n is affirmed' that the
court-Intrigues of the archdiiki
¦at his destruction were the principal
cause of Von A ehrenthill's physical and
niental breakdown.
The dead statesman came flr.-i Ii

prominence soon a-fier the close n

Russo-Japanese War, when, having
tekeri advantage at Russia's humilia¬
tion and the. demoralized Internal con¬

dition of the Muscovite empire, having
v.misllfcd himself ihrpugh secret ni-*;oii-

fattens that Germany would sustain lilm
in an anil-Russian movement, and hav¬
ing placated Bulgaria by recognizing
the Bulgarian ruler as a "Czar," lie
annexed Bosnia and Herzegovina. The

I war party, at the Instance of the hrch-
ilulte. would have gone further In the
mattcrvof Austro-ltungnrlnn territorial
expansion and aggrandisement.

In pursuance of that aim the os-
gross!ves funned the Servian flame of
resentment against the Bosnia and
Herzegovina coup, III the expectation
and hope of precipitating actual hostll-
ltlcs that would eventually Involve
Turkey and afford opportunity and
excuse for pressing further on towards
Salonlca. Von Aehrcnthal, however,
supported by his aged master. Francis
Joseph, stood llr1111y for pence, and
thwarted the designs and ambitions of
Francis Ferdinand and his adherents
at every turn.
The dread Is that with Iiis passing,

and owing to ihc feebleness of the
venerable Emperor-King; the heir ap¬
parent and his following will make
occasion to rekindle the Balkan fires
to the end of closing in a grapple
with Turkey and wresting and .'eman¬
cipating" more territory from Ottoman
sway. That this drond Is warranted Is
made especially manifest by the ctr-
cumstanue of the Turko-Itallan War
over Tripoli, with Its drain on Turkish
resources, to say nothing of the Al¬
banian revolt and the recrudescence of
unrest and disorder in Macedonia.

In short, the opportunity would seem

more meet thnn In years for Austria
Hungary to form the partition of
Turkey In Europe, and take her snare

Iu it. The menace Is that If Von
Aohrcntlial's successor Is not cast Inj
the lattcr's mold, she will find a way
to attempt the consummation, with tho
result that there Is no telling what
may he, before the finality, the involve¬
ment of otVici powers and tho mugiii-
tudc of the conflict she will have
drawn on, Invited or provoked.

WOMEN AM* CliAlttVOYAXTS.
Are women more credulous than men.'

I? seems Impossible when you think o"
the Walllngfords who sell gold mines
and fake slocks to their fellow clti-
üeiis. And there are sailors. They'll
believe In anything, from the phantom
ship of the Flying Dutchman to that
notion that somewhere In tho Paclflo
Ocenu there exists on Invisible lino
where Monday night changes to Wed¬
nesday morning, while you arc lighting
your pipe. And It Is frequently rum¬
ored that sailors have corrupted the
marines. Yet men generally have some
gambling sentiment In their faith. Tho
sailors, for instance, may bet as to
whether the bow of their craft reclly
hasn't slipped into Wednesday.
But for pure, concentrated, outland¬

ish credulity, some women ought to
reach the Hall of Fume. They can be¬
lieve In bargains, compliments, beauty
soaps.or nothing at all. It takes
some faith to believe In nothing. Like
Alice In Wonderland, they can by hard
practica believe as many as seven Im¬
possible things brrore breakfast- If
you believe an impossible thing haril
enough, It becomes a cult. What the
believer becomes, It Is not polite to say.
The most general OUlt, perhaps, Is clalr-
voyancy. And clairvoyants ure respond¬
ing to modern demands. They usod to
till you the future; now they give It
to you.

According Id a Louisville report, a
gentleman rejoicing in tho name ofj
Uriel worked it thus. He got Hie lady'
to put all her money In a chamois bug
around her neck, lie promised modest-1
ly enough that she would find herself
fabulously rich and cured of all Ills
of the body. After sevoral visits, at
which he took the bag off. made a. few
passes, and put It back again, the lady's
curiosity was nroueed as to how rich
she really was. She opened tho hag
and found a roll of paper. Then she
fainted. The last time Uriel hnd per¬
formed Ills incantations behind her
buck, find switched bags.

These are facts. Tlioy nre no kin to
that -other rumor that a woman, at the
slgl.t of n iat, get up and pursued it
so vigorously she dropped dead of heart
failure. This is false on the face. The
tit would have dropped dead -of heart
failure. That mouse business Is nn ex¬
ploded superstition anyhow. But not
the childlike faith tliat for ?1 a seance|
Hho Is going to be fabulously rll.li mill
cured of III health. Yet there Is some¬
thing pathetic and human and, mayhap,
. tcrhal In this sorry quest after a fu¬
ture happiness. It will be a dull day
when gentle hearts cense to trust the
unseen, and gain the commonplace
knoWlcdgc that all fabulous wealth is

fable, and health best gotton In ?

seance at the gymnasium.
a be .it oniis \ i Aii.tmBt

'I bis is something like the nub of the1
.mlieiul decision recall theory. You
.and Bill Jones lutvc a little disagree-!
merit about a pleci of property or a|
personal right. Von pick out n third
'man. who from hi? nt;e, training, and!
character, knows about these things,'
end can l.xpectcd t<- tell the ImY'
partial triilh as to the right or wrong!
of the matter. He knows how such'
things have been decided by other peo-i
pic- before; In" has some idea of the
deep principle* of justice beiween men;'
and he lr assumed to he honest. Both!
of you present the. facts In the case,!
r.r.4 he decides the <iuesllon. That's all!
there Is to being a Judge. It's the;
best way men have found of deciding
llkingl without the'appeal to the einh¬
er mob violence, Homctlmes, the men
nlio wer« thought to have wisdom rn-
intgh for this function were tribe lead-

sometimes priests, sometimes maid-
ens, called oracles, speaking under the
influence of hallucinating "vapors.
Bui always ilioy wer,- just plain men,
somehow selected by you and Bill

Nov. you or BUI Jones, being prettyhuman, one or the other In going to
(frel wronged, ifo's going to want to
do something inv/c u.byut tup t>u.a|nea,s.

Ho will fjct enough of his friends, ami
folks who feel Hire him, to sign a peti¬
tion to recall this spccltlc decision. iTou
have an election, und u majority Knock
this decision In the head. If a malor-
Ity doesn't believe in the wisdom or

honesty of tho Judge, he ought to be
thrown out along with his work. Von
get ü new judge and start over. This
man decides for you. ISill .tones Is sore,
and says lie Is an "Interest." and lib
rl.-irts among his friends with money.
promises of official place or social
prestige. He gets a majority and you
start over. That's the recall of the re.
call. Rather expensive and slow.

'.and not much justor. Or suppose you
stop after the llrst recall; then Hill
.tones Is going to say he didn't get n

square deal.
And how about Jurlcs7 They make

mistakes, too. Let's appeal to n jury
of the whole people every time. Bui
la judge, or a Jury, is supposed to rep¬
resent the collective wisdom and be¬
liefs of the majority. Then why not,
'make them do It? If the people haven't!
got sense enough to choose a man and'
train*.him for this business, have thoy
got sense enough to do It themselves'.'
This proposed system Is clumsy and I it
elllclcnt.

Doübtl'ess there Is rottenness In the,
judiciary In places. Its processes are

slow, nnd by Its very nature It tries
often to conserve abstract justice at
the expense of living justice. Pome
judges apply tho traditions of 100 years
and more to condltlotiH that have existed
ten yeartj. But thlB condition Isn't nor¬
mal, for however much a man may.
pore over musty decisions, If ho is ln-j
telllgent nnd honest, ho is going to
think uhout like tho best men around:
him, and he will Interpret tho laws
they make about in accord with the
ideals and aspirations of his time.
What's needed Is some way of choosing
magistrates who will not fcuv the re-i
call. .Mako them responsible, and make
them responsive. Invest Justice with
dignity and honor, protect her against
the l-mpornry stress of passion and
selfishness, and safeguard tho Judge
against his weakness as a mere man.

PITY THI3 I.EGlSliATOB.
What Is a legislator'.' He used to bo

a tall man in a long coat and black
string tie, who did cr.llsthcnlca and
said language so other gentlemen, who,
had gotten used to tho noise, could
sleep In peace. When he got through,
the "Ayes" had It, and the Slate was

raved again.
*

He got his start
us a spell-bindsr and ended telling]
stories in the post-office. Bills wer-

rled him mostly when hie credit ran
out.
But modern things are different from'

yibl. Perhaps that'swhy they're modern.:
To-day a leglslutor doesn't draw a
gun; he withdraws hie. remarks. Thus
he can make more remarks. And bo
on. And he has acquired a conscience
called a constituency. It used to be
¦..>; "the folks back home." But the
daily pnper and the telegraph changed
all that. Constituents know to-mor¬
row what happened to-day, and they
send stinging little reminders In the
shape of night-letters. They've got
the p.-epo.dtlons "of." "for" and "by"
tho people, nil tangled up. So their;
representatives take off their oon-ts und
open their oard-itTUexes, and got busy
deciding whether those two fish-
ladders ought to he built on Clinch
River, and whether the Commonwealth
Will bo ruined If a license be really
given to person.-? trading in second¬
hand grate-baskets. If they some¬
times fall they are more to be pitied
than.recalled.

Seriously, legislators lead & kaleido¬
scopic life. ICb like being compelled
to aee hours of moving-pictures each
day. Much Ib demanded of them, from
spending wisely millions of dollars to

settling how to exterminate Johnson
grass.. Solon himself might be In
doubt about Johnson grass, or What
if condensed milk, or how to detlm;
ivinrgar. Yet consider how those
things touch home In everyday life.
And the paternal care denoted hy hills
prohibiting persons from selling dis¬
abled horses, or declaring tho keeping
of known lost nrticles to he larceny, Is
worth while. Those little things
keep the Legislature human, close to
the ground, and ought to keep folks
back home from treating representa¬
tives like misguided stepsons. Thoy
voice the varied and often uolfish de¬
sires of thousands of people, and it
would be maddening, were It not for
tl-..-, saving grace of common sense
and common honesty.

A rat tax for a had cat who attacks
tho quack-quacks und other birds. In
fact, lacks the knack of :t weighted
Back to cut short the nine lives of
useless feline brlc-a-brno and bring
back the rat trap. Walt, doctor. 1
must Kiss my old mother ere I go.

Out In Oklahoma the Woodrow Wil¬
son owl blinks solemnly down from
his perch at Champ Clink's dawg, antl
says, "Who, who'.'"

Freilciickeburg Is about to adopt
the commission form of government.
Unkind folks have hinted that Fred*
orlcksburg was In n tranee. But this
shows that when she does start It is
with the loud noise of a dull thud get¬
ting up.

Women don't want to be equal to
men. So far as we can see, thoy don't
even toke advantage of leap year.

VERSL FOR TO-DAY
Why!Why o we heed tk-a slight thorn'.stings,

Which in out pathway liefThe fragrance which tha swoet rosdings
Wi past unnoticed by,

Why do we grieve for little things,Which make love sadly sigh?The joys that radiant rapture bring-;Wjti.ln out memories die.
_. McUKXRY tiBWIS.

On the Spur of the Moment
ßy Roy K. Moulton
To (lie tJitH Meter.They say tho problem is unsolvedHut still 1 liavu a notionThat when HOltio uiuii invented youHe found perpetual motion.

You never lont upon the joh.But do your .stunt most gaily;You are forever In our minds,Wo think uhout you daily.
Down in the dismal, darksome depthsIn your most humhle station.Yon cheerfully perform your ttiskAnd ask Tor no vacation.

A faithful servant, tried .m,| true.We think it right tn mentionTite fact wo think your masters shouldRetire you on a pension.
i

Yon click and rlnttcr nil the dayAnd seem to tire out never.For men may come and men may go.But YOU go oii forever.
Prom the Illckcyvlllc Ulnrlon.

Am Hllilker stiys il there Is any¬thing on earth he would rather dothan something else it is to pose for itdentis! for n set of teeth or a few lendlllllngs. He got into Doc sink's chairbavin' clean plum forgot about thatbalky hoss he let Doe have on trade
four years agn, and what Doe did tohim was*a plenty. He sent out and
got a set of burglar tools to yankAin's tooth with nml said ho was sorry,lull ho wits nil oul'n ohlorofortn andether and lafflng gns. Every time hethought of rhe balky hoss he hit Am
an extra clip or so with the maul.
Then be let Am (jo without any teeth
in nil for about six weeks and Ambad to live on soup and mush 'n milk
until ho got so weak he couldn't crawl
up Doc's stairs any more to ask forthe teeth. Finally Doc got u Set from
a mall order house and they didn't litA m's face, but Am is wearin' 'em. al¬though his mouth is around under hisleft oar" and ho can't shot it nohow.Ills wife makes him put *em In thechlny closet with the rest of the cbiny
every nlfiht.

Miss Pansy Tubbs desires to an¬
nounce that tho rumor to the effectthat she Is engaged to Ansel Perkinsis premature, as he ain't ayUc.i |i0pyet. and ehe is going to turn Himdown when he does. There doesn't
seem to be anything further to sa\ In
regard to the mutter, and any editorial
comment by the Clarion would be sti-
pcrfluous.
Hod Peters's youngest kid planted

some Idrd seed last fall nn<i expectsto raise a dock of canaries this coin¬ing season.
Hank Purdy says.lt seems durn

strange that although Congress keepsadding more States, the map of this
country don't get no bigger.

Dipped From the Stream,
A Missouri man has been lodged Injail ror hitting his wife with a poundof buttor. it would seem as thoughour millionaires would find SBmOthlngbetter lo do
Mr. La Follotte says he Is not «

stalking horso, a balking horse or ndark horse. As he is neither a clotheshorse or n Buw horse, what kind of ahorse is ho?
Now that the first robin hns beenvouched for by several more or less

truthful persons. It seems almost timefor th" tirst home-grown strawberry.A Detroit woman Is tho mother oftwenty-four children. Even it ho
must remain silent on all other sub-
Joels, T. R. ought to he uble to s'O' afew words about hvr.

It Is claimed that n perfectly hon¬
est auiii hns heon found tn Chicago.Bui the dispatches do not state thathe is a. resident there.
A bomb hns been thrown at Premlor

Yuan Shi Kat of China., But the Mc-Natiiara brothers can prove 1111 alibithis time.
if Mr. Morgan brings tho sphlnx-hack with him, an appropriate place

to put the esteemed ludy would beOyster Buy.
A Wyoming young woman killed a

coyote with a Btonc. What a militant
suffrngot that irirl would make.

Luther Burbank bus produced a
seedless lemon. No circus should beWithout one of thes-e.
Turkey's now naval appropriationshould be cn!!e,i n sinking fund.

Voice of the People
For the Itliiehnrt Ulli.

Tp the Editor of The Timeb-Dlspatcli: ISir..In your Issue of the 15th Inst.;appeared an editorial under the enp-.tlon "False Economy," alleging thatSenate Bill 271. concerning the repealof certain sections of an act of Vir- jginia Assembly creating a I'nlted Agrl-Icultural Board, and which bill Had been Ireported favorably by the Finance Com-1mfttoe, "would be false economy and!an Inoxcusable mistake." While theprovisions of the bill do away withthe unwieldy and inharmonious board
ns at present constituted, ths purposesfor which the bonrd was establishednro carefully guarded. The work doneby tho board consisted principally inexperimental nnd demonstration workIn connection with the public schools.
The results obtained were satisfactory
nnd highly encouraging. Senator Binc-Ihart, believing thnt this demonstration
work could be carried on to better ad¬
vantage by the State Hoard of Edu¬cation alone than by the cumbersomeUnited Board, and at a greatly reducedcost to the State, presented In tho Sen¬ate the bill which hns aroused yoüropposition and led you to impute someulterior motive to its patron. This billdocs aot, ns you tsstime, cut out tlrämoney allotted by the United StatesDepartment of Agriculture and theGeneral Education Board, but spocllicnl-ly provides for the uso of this govern¬ment fund nlonj; with th- fund fromthe General Education Hoard notwlth-

ABE MARTIN

'Rout nil our gov'nors an' presidentsseem f do 1» .Study railroad timetallies. Th' feller what says ilUailS for
. mail seems t' v^t o' hj«l way t' ti'iton th' sublcct. u-.

IT HAS BEEN SUGGESTED THAT SOCIETY ADOPT ATIME LIMIT MARRIAGE CONTRACT,
By John T. McCutcheon.

ICopyri-rtrt: V01O: By Juho T. MoCvHol>«oaJ

CHAPTER !.
..Will you be mine, Pollcia*?'.!
MFor how long, AlbertP"
"For fifteen years, dearest."
"No, but I will for ten ycara.".
"Can't you mako It twelve?**
"Not ten Is tho limit.''
"All right. Here's tho ring. Tako

good care of It, for I may need it
again."*

CHAPTER If.
"Do you promhto to tako this

woman for better or for worse for
ten years?"
."Yes, subject, of course, to rc-

n-rsval of contract."
VDo you promise to love, honor

and obey?"
..Yes, up to Fob. 26, 1W3."
i'i pronounce you man and wife.

Let no man put asunder in the
meantime".

CHAPTER IH.
.'.Well, Albert, your ton yenrn are

3> today. Do you want on extension
tho contract?"
'.No, thanks, dearest, rm boofced

for tho noxt ten years with Pannybishop. Her contract with CharleyBishop expires soon, you know*".
"Why, of course How stupid of

meto forget In that case I'll acceptArthur Bridgeport for five years.His contract with Adelaide Is up
next Friday at noon.

CHAPTER ffk
TWhose little boy are tou?'*
*»Tm Undo Sam's little boy,9*
''yVhero ore your parents, my lad"?".
"Pupa's doing ten years with tho

tirie Mrs. Blsbop, and mamma, I
understand. Is married at present to
AU. Bridgeport. Her contract em¬
pires some time next month though,
stio having failed to got o renewal.
jlkmiDB'i getting old, you know.".

Ii lins In accepting part of thta
inoni y wo must take along with It
eight negro demonstrators. Tho influ¬
ence to bo drawn from your editorialIs that the work of tho United Boardhas don > more for the uplift of tho
agricultural Interest of the State than
any oilier factor. Surely you win con-
]. some qood im, been accomplished,In the many years of this work andend-aver by your agricultural colleges,experiment stations and Department o:
Agriculture, Crop Best, Stale Llvc|Stock and Sanitary Board and the
Nursery Inspection Boards.
Tho above named board have as¬

siduously and effectively followed thei
particular lino of work for which they
wer.- created, and It would appear that
they are Sufficiently numerous and cap¬able to take care of the various agri¬cultural problems developing, without
the paternal guidance of a United
Board, united In name only, and which
during itN two years of existence has
not had more than one or two (If that
many) full meetings. The groundwork
laid by tho above mentioned boards
has been the real factor in the agricul¬tural uplift that our old State has ex¬
perienced in the last decade, nnd out¬
side of demonstration and ex¬
periment work In connection with the
public schools :he United Board can
Und but little for which it can claim
credit.
The bill empowers the Boards of

Supervisors of tho various counties to
continue to appropriate funds of the
county for demonstration and experi¬
mental work, if the benefits derived
are considered by the people of the
counties clamoring for demonstrationsI
to bo of sufficient Importance, they can
and shoulo appropriate the funds to
meet tho deficit ICft by th 3 withdrawal
of the State's assistance provided In]tho Original bill. The fact, however.
Is that some of the counties which have
made appropriations for this work have,
not b.'eii satisfied with tho results and
have declined to renew the approprlar
tlous. The claim was made when the,
board was originally established that
the United Stales government would;
increase tlulr assistance. Has this
been done? Perhaps the additional four
negro demonstrators Is the increase re-
fcrrcd to. If so the public should be
advised. I am reliably .Informed that.j
Instead of the expenses of the board,
having been limited to $1100 as you.
claim, that the expenses total at
Feast JSOO, a sum more than sufficient
to meet any expenses the State Board
of Education would be likely to Incur
In meetings to plan work, and with less]
expense the Hoard of Education would1
produce, as satisfactory results along
tbi- lines airchdy followed as those OÜ-
talncd by the United Board. The
demonstration work In "Boys' Corn
Clubs" would not In any way bo In¬
terfered with by the provisions of the
bill In question, and I contend the
Slate would save to advantage about
llSjOOO annually, without lrjBlnj; olth'Vr
tho Federal or General Educational
Board's assistance and havo tho bene¬
fits and advantages of Hie untramnicled
work of the various boards now in
existence. The FlnanOe Committee
Boomed to have viewed the matter in
tills light, nnd 1 hope the Senate will
adopt tho Samo views of It.

A VIRGINIA FARMER.
Etna Mills.

The Suffrage Question,
To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:
Sir..Arguments against the suffrage

movement are considered in tho main,
by those wiio Indorse It, us medieval
and sentimental, the suffragists claim¬
ing the real argument and all of the
brains on their side. Tho antls, how¬
ever, hnve no apologies to make. From
n political point of view, we indorse
the sentiment of one. of our strongest
women, who recently said: "We do not
euro to be on equality with man, but:
prefer to remain their acknowledged
superiors." Nor do wo wish to be on
nn equality with our cosmopolitan
population of women, representing
many nationalities, as well as the
negro, in our midst. We do not ap¬
prove of the wholesale enfranchise¬
ment of women, realizing tho complex
problems which It would naturally
brlni; about. Worse than all, women
In politics would give tho final stroke-
In the demolition of the home. Nature
consecrated woman from her birth to
tho service of humanity. Diving under
the dispensation of tho Prince of
Peace gives her liberty in Its highest
sehsc, and opens to her every avenue of
good endeavor. What need has sho
for tho ballot, or what valid excuse has
she for demanding It'.' The question
appeals to us from entirely different
points of view, to which wo will stead¬
fastly hold. Our objections arc. based
upon Innate principles Implanted In
(he breast of woman when tho Great
Creator named her wo-man. Not all'
tho processes of evolution from crea¬
tion to the millennium could change
her divinely appointed' mission. But
her faliure to tuko and keop the place
assigned her. not by man, but by
Nature., is the sole cause why the
world's market to-day Is a place over
which men and nntiel-» may well weep.
The "new woman" of the twent'eth
century has betrayed her trust, nnd

because of her np-gTcssivenes?. society
stands aghast tit the metamorphosedProduct of so.called nvolutlon. hhehas come gradually and with un ac¬
companying Influence, which js under¬
mining the home and society. She haslaughed und sneered away what she
called prejudices, and has waved asidethe harriers between the sexes In a
manner which la shocking to the
sonsb of propriety, decency and re-
llnemerit. Wearied of her true mis¬
sion and sphere, step lry step Hjjf. ),iiaabandoned the home, relaxing the per¬
sonal training and disciplining ofchildren. She has crowded th,- marts
of the world, and has Intruded upon
every vocation of man. and filially Is
contending for the electorate, by which
to unurp governmental affairs. Whenthe opposing sisters apeak of home as
the radiating centre of woman's lifo
und Influence the suffragists become
militant, ami hurl at them in sarcastic
tones, ''Ignorance," "lar behind tho
times." and tm h' like. If a minister
of the gospc] dare lift his voice In
opposition to the suffragist movement
or point out some of the Inevitable
results, they swoop down upon him
without respect or regard for Ills
sacred calling. Ho, too. Is fur behind
the limes, and cannot Interpret the
Scriptures to suit these modern times.
We do not need a library of eclen-

tlilc reference oj- a professor In skirts
to point out the glaring evidences of
tho decadence of the home and society,
for which conditions woman Is re¬
sponsible. Conspicuous proofs of the
above statement are tho divorce evil,
race eulcldo and tho Immoral influonce
of women's dress of to-day. Have the
master minds of the suffragists over¬
looked the crying need of a reforma¬
tion among women with regard to
these vital Issues? Have they set the
example of Independence In discardingthe vulgar extremes of fashion'.' Canthey, by thoir votes, restore to the
marriage vow its lost sacrcdncH.s and
reverence? Before enlisting with the
Anti-Saloon League they had better
adopt Carrie Nation's method and
smash their own punch bowlH and
prizes won |n gambling In their own
parlors! Better, I say. begin the refor¬
mation In the home, elrc their preach¬
ing Is vain, a sounding brass and ...
tinkling cymbal. If there were more
Frances B, Wlllards to champion the
combined leagues oS suffrage and tem¬
perance, then we fulght hope for re-
i-ult*. But the majority of the blus¬
tering heroines and leaders Include
temper-tnee in their propaganda only
ns n means to further political end.1-.
Men's eyes are wide open to these'

Inconsistencies, and I trust that there
will always bo n majority of them suf-
llclently strontr and fa i sighted to BteOr
this old ship of atme without a cargo
of hysterical women to sink her. 1
repeat, men's eyes are open. Bishop
Nilan, of the Romnn Catholic Church,speaks of the vulgarity of the cos-
. times worn by women of to-day ha
follows: "The master of fashions seems
to be preparing women to tako their
plaoes along with men by shaping
their garments ho that they more and
more closely ronomhlo man's utllre.
with the result that she dlsllgures her
beauty and deforms her nature. Conn
ir. the old-time womanly expression of

aweetaera end modesty, and In Itaplace we have the swagger and theMarc."
In tho prevailing style of dress wo-

rr.r.ti lb exposing her llgure as neverbefore In the hlatory of civilization.Never was there greater need for WO-
men of consecrated Christian cultureto recall and emphasize the old pre¬cepts and truths now scoffed nt bythe new mannish type.How dar« any woman of to-day at-ten.pt to belittle that superior typeof a generation or more .igo' Who¬
ever does It violates the fifth Com¬mandment and dishonors their par¬ental ancestry. Rooacvolt r-ayit; "Theadvocates of woman suffrage willnecessarily remember that the highesttypo of tho woman of the future inn .

bo essentially Identical with the high-em type of tho woman of the presentand of the past.the wife and moth, rwho performs the most Important ofall söclal duties with wisdom, courageand efficiency. She Is the women whoIs. ynd always will be. the most usefulana important of all the citizens nf |hiKtuto. No other work done by anyothe.r woman or by any man Is. or everwill be. as vital as hers to th.. well-being of society. No other work Is,or ever will be, as difficult or as Im-portnnt Instead of having to developIn the future, aa something hithertounknown, the highest nnd most usefultype of woman, we already havo that
typo with us now. No woman will
ever b" developed who will stand abovethe highest and finest of the wive-, andmothers of to-day and nf the yester¬
days. The exercise of the suffrage nan
never bo the. most Important of wo-trim'« right" or women's duties."
Women who nrn only bookish andVictims of the restlessness of this

aire must give place to the trtilvthoughtful, who are so tilled with theflue rordla] of dlMIHe/l wisdom as to'nable her to define her own limita¬tions nnd to he careful nat to over¬
step them. There is nothing a wo¬
man can gain by forsaking womanlytenets and principles. Sotno one ha*Bald, "In her work In the world or
In tho happl.-r province of the home,her consideration and gentloneas are
more powerful for conquest than an'army with banners.' "

The greatest forces In the world arethe silent, unseen forces; ho is tho pureand undefllivi woman behind thethrone, and that throne Is home. This
Influence permoatca every form andphase of life, political, phyplcnl and
moral. The silent, unseen forcea oftile woman of the old regime havebeen vital In tho molding of the na¬tion through the medium of the home.These same old-time, unlettered (?1
women have given not only to this old
commonwealth of Virginia, but to the
nation, aons nnd daughters who have
reflected those virtues that grow out
of the pure atmosphere of home. To
the sons of these same old-time wo¬
men we must look for protection
against n movement fraught with dan¬
ger and prophetto of atrlfo.

S\hy the legislative halls of old Vir¬
ginia never open Ms doors to her
daughters, nor her sons permit them
to assume their own responsibilities.
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